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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, Catie Childs, Joe Rodrigues, Emilie Schuler, Brandon Parker (Associate Commissioner)
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
261 Central Street, NOI, DEP 190-0599
Present: Steve Poole
The applicant was issued an OOC in 2006, 190-0470, which has expired.  The old OOC was for an addition on the existing house, a paved parking area and driveway, and the installation of storm water management facilities in Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.  The addition was built but shifted back from its location on the approved plan, an unpermitted deck was added.  The jurisdictional parts of the driveway and parking area were completed. No storm water management facilities were installed.  The new NOI is for completing the work. The wetland delineation has been re-done.  Paul Byrne pointed out that parts of the NOI still have dates from the old NOI and need to be updated.  The submitted plans are the plans from 2006, edited with red marker. 
A Notice of Violation addressed to the applicant was handed to Steve Poole requiring the applicant to provide a certified as-built plan and a narrative explaining the differences from the approved plan, submit a letter requesting a Plan Change for these differences, submit an updated NOI, and submit a Request for Certificate of Compliance. Pam Helinek will also mail the Notice of Violation to the applicant. 
Steve Poole submitted the COC Request and as-built plan.  Paul Byrne moved to continue the hearing to November 3 at 7:00 in order to receive updated NOI and plans.  Second by Emilie Schuler, vote 4-0-0.

65 Fort Meadow Drive, NOI, DEP 190-0598

Present: Joel and Yvonne Harris, Contractor?
The applicant proposes to demolish and rebuild a house outside the Buffer Zone with an addition and deck in the Buffer Zone to Fort Meadow Reservoir. The addition will extend four feet into the Buffer Zone and the sonotubes for the deck will extend ten feet into the Buffer Zone. Silt fence is proposed as erosion control.  Paul Byrne and Joe Rodrigues expressed concern about drainage around the house, especially near the garage.  They recommended a foundation drain with a trough in front of the garage and the use of drywells.  Joe Rodrigues expressed concern about the steepness of the slope and requested additional erosion controls.  The applicant will use a line of straw bales or invasive free hay bales behind the silt fence and will install an additional line of straw wattles.  
Paul Byrne moved to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions with special conditions to require a drainage plan to be submitted to the Commission for approval and for straw bales and wattles to be added to the erosion control plan.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0

6 Elizabeth Road, NOI, DEP 190-0600
Present: Richard Shebak

The applicant proposes to build a deck with concrete footings in the Buffer Zone to Fort Meadow Reservoir.  The deck will be less than 20 feet from the bank of the reservoir and will be supported by sonotubes.   A handheld auger will be used for drilling the holes for the sonotubes.  Two layers of straw wattles will be used for erosion control, one along the bank of the reservoir and one on top of the existing stone wall, just beyond the location of the sonotubes. 
Paul Byrne moved to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions, contingent on receiving a file number and comments from DEP, which might require additional conditions.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0
Public Information Session: Proposed Wetlands Protection Bylaw
Several residents attended the information session. Pam Helinek and Paul Byrne gave an introduction, explaining the reasons for the proposed bylaw, the ways it increases resource protection, and the enforcement tools it provides.  Residents asked for clarification of increased restrictions on the Buffer Zone and vernal pools, and whether existing structures or lawns will be impacted.  The Commission explained that anything existing would be grandfathered, and that only new work would need to comply with the new restrictions.  
Highland Commons, EO, DEP 190-0481

Present: Matt Oates (Benderson Development), Gene Crouch (VHB)

The Commission reviewed the results of the Tripps Pond survey.  Paul Byrne asked where the arsenic in the sediments had come from.  Gene Crouch said they were probably naturally occurring.  He said arsenic exceeded allowed amounts in 3 of the 4 cores taken, and other than that the sediments were very clean.  Paul Byrne asked if it could be determined how much of the sediment came from construction at Highland Commons.  Gene Crouch said it could not be determined. There is about 8000 cubic yards of material to be removed.  To permit and dredge the entire pond would cost over $900,000.  Benderson has about $150,000 committed to spending in Hudson.  Gene Crouch said he doesn’t know of any grants specifically for dredging, and that the only grants he knows of that might be applicable are fairly small amounts.   

The pond was last dredged in the 1970s by the Army Corp of Engineers.  The Corp put in a sediment trap at the time which is still there.  If the pond is not dredged again, it will continue to fill and will transition to a swamp.  Emilie Schuler asked if environmentally the area was more valuable as a pond or as a swamp.

Matt Oates suggested four choices for use of the mitigation funds:

1 – Don’t dredge the pond, use the mitigation funds for a different project

2 – Permit and perform a small amount of dredging

3 – Permit the entire project and give the town the remaining funds with the idea that the town will raise or provide the remaining funds to dredge the pond.   
Paul Byrne suggested an additional option of dredging a channel to turn the pond back into a stream and re-vegetating the banks.  Then it could be maintained by DPW. Emilie Schuler said that the first step is to establish what we want the future of Tripps Pond to be.  Paul Byrne suggested discussing this with the Selectmen.  Pam Helinek will have the Commission placed on the agenda at an upcoming Board of Selectmen meeting.  Gene Crouch offered to attend to help with the discussion.  Brandon Parker requested that Benderson Development provide a breakdown of the 2006 and 2016 budget for mitigation funding. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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